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and even three times in the year, especially near towns, but a large
proportion is only cropped once per annum, the irrigable area being
cultivated half for one crop and half for another. There is no possible
rule; each ryot cultivates according to Ms means, his energy, Ms cattle,
Ms manure, the amount of water in Ms well, the nature of his soil, and
his market. The area has been ascertained by approximate measure-
ments and estimates, and is as near as can be got without a regular
survey. It will be seen that the area " actually irrigated " is much
below that of the fields " under the wells ;" a well can usually irrigate
only three or four acres, while the average field is about sis acres; all
that is meant by " under the wells " is the area of the fields containing
the wells, of wMch much is wholly unirrigable both by reason of level,
extent, soil, &e. Hence it is not to be inferred that much of the garden
land is left uncultivated, but merely that, of the total area of the dry
fields containing the wells, only part is actually irrigable and cultivable
as garden. Hence in Dh&rapuram, where the fields are large, the land
" under the wells " is in unduly large proportion to the area actually
irrigable.

It will be observed that whereas the district average is about 4|
acres actually irrigated per well in use, the area in Karftr is less than
3 acres, in Bhavdni and Erode about 3 acres, whereas in Udamalpet
the irrigable area per well is about 8 acres, in Palladam 5| acres, and
in Ooimbatore 5 acres. In the former three taluks the subsoil is more
rocky, the surface poor and gravelly, and water less abundant, while
in Bhavani markets are somewhat distant; in Udamalpet, Palladam
and Coimbatore there is a large area of splendid black and red soils,
while there are excellent markets, especially in Ooimbatore ; it is clear
that the black soil and deep red loams being retentive of water, can get
on with a much smaller supply.

Wells have from one to three lifts according to size and water-
supply. The figures for inam wet lands in Satyamangalam appear
doubtful. The 18,194 wells not in repair are those abandoned from
time to time for failure of springs, for unsuitability or exhaustion of
soil, by reason of poverty, by coming upon rock, and as a result of the
change of assessment in 1854 adverted to above.

These wells are of all depths and sises, costing from Rs. 150 to 600
according to size, depth, nature of the soil, &c. In good situations they
will run over in a heavy monsoon, others seldom get more than a few feet
of water, * They are sunk into the gneiss, and the subsoil looks most
unpromising for water, wMch, however, finds its way through fissures
nearly as fast as it can be dxawn off. In 1800 there were between 18,000
and 22,000 wells; the increase up to 1852, when they numbered 35,107,
was steady but slow, as garden rates, say-Bs. 4 per acre, were charged
up to that time; when the principle was then laid down that no such
restriction should be placed upon private enterprise, wells rapidly
increased, as shown in the above table, in spite of the fact that the best